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St. Bridget Church 


3 3113 01225 7301 


December 31, 1973 


In a few hours St. Bridget Parish will be 100 years old—a 
gracious age for a wonderful lady. 

What kind of New Year’s Eve was it for 1874? There were 
troubled conditions all through Europe. Because of Europe’s 
predominance, the unrest spread to other parts of the world. There 
was grave danger of economic trouble in our own country. The presi- 
dent was in serious trouble and his entire cabinet was threatened 
with scandal, though he claimed no personal involvement. The 
Catholic Church was struggling all through this area. Chesterton 
needed a church, Valparaiso needed one, St. Michael’s in Scherer- 
ville was about to be born, and all Catholic parishes had two com- 
mon problems—lack of money and dirth of priests. Times really do 
not change. 

Nor does the tradition of the Catholic Church change. Meager 
though its members, clergy and resources in 1874, it had had a 
glorious history. In 1673 Father Marquette had appeared in this re- 
gion. His statue in Marquette Park, with crucifix in his hand, still 
signifies the advent of the Catholic faith to this part of Indiana. 
Joseph Bailly opened his home in the early eighteen hundreds to 
priests and bishops. Surely God would now send a priest to help the 
little group of Irish Catholics waiting patiently at Hobart. 

And so it happened 100 years ago Father Michael O'Reilly 
came from Valparaiso, and to this priest and a handful of 
courageous Catholics who met with him, we look back with respect 


and gratitude. 


1974 


LAKe COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Hobart, Indiana 


HIS HOLINESS 
POPE PAUL VI 


BANS RS 
Sa 3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 
LIc pr? Wasuincton, D. C. 20008 


UnitEeD SraTEs OF AMERICA 


November 9, 1973 


Reverend and dear Father: 


On the joyous occasion of the Centennial 
Anniversary of Saint Bridget Parish, it gives me great 
pleasure to inform you that our Holy Father, Pope Paul 
VI, has graciously bestowed his paternal Apostolic Bene- 
diction upon you, the clergy and religious associated 
with you, the parishioners, and all who join in observing 
this happy event. 


Much has been accomplished for the honor 
and glory of God during these past one hundred years; 
for this reason, there is joy and deep gratitude in the 
hearts of all who have in any way been associated with 
Saint Bridget Parish. In the years to come, may Our 
Lord ever continue to draw the priests and people of the 
parish closer to Himself, the Way, the Truth and the Life. 


To this Blessing of the Holy Father, I wish 
to add my personal congratulations and prayerful best wishes. 
With sentiments of esteem and renewed felicitations, I 
remain 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 
rr = 
Apostolic Delegate 


Reverend William E. Vogt 
Pastor 

Saint Bridget Parish 
Hobart, Indiana 
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668 Pierce Street 
Gary, Indiana 46401 


March 25, 1974 


Reverend William E. Vogt 
Saint Bridget Parish 
Hobart, Indiana 


Dear Father Vogt: 


It is pure delight to join you, Father Spanley, your religious and 
lay teachers and all of your parishioners in the joyful celebration of an 
historic event - the 100th Anniversary of Saint Bridget Parish. 


Saint Bridget Parish has the holy distinction of being the "mother 
church" of the parishes in Gary. It was in 1906 that the pastor of Saint 
Bridget Parish, the Reverend Thomas Jansen, left Hobart to establish Holy 
Angels Parish, the first Catholic Church in Gary and now the Cathedral of 
the Diocese of Gary. 


We are profoundly grateful to the priests and people whose vital pi- 
ety, diligent service, sacrificial generosity and faithfulness helped main- 
tain and develop Saint Bridget Parish through its first century of service 
to the community of Hobart and to its surrounding cities and towns. 

In the years that lie ahead, may this parish continue to be a center 
wherein everyone is inspired to greater love and devotion for Our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. . 

With warm sentiments of appreciation and a cordial blessing, I remain 

Yours devotedly in Christ, 


Bishop Andrew G. Grutka 


Dedication 


Rev. John B. Schaeffer 


To Father Schaeffer who for more than two decades had 
been our pastor. He was our spiritual guide during the biggest 
progress of our parish. He baptized and confirmed us and our 
children. He blessed the marriages of many of us. He blessed 
the departing souls of many of our loved ones. 

To Father Schaeffer who was our confessor, our teacher, 
our friend. To a meek man who bore a mountain of financial 
worries. To a humble man with wisdom. 

It is to Father John B. Schaeffer, who spent 22 devoted 
years as a shepherd at St. Bridget Parish, that his flock 
humbly dedicates this chronicle of its first 100 years. 


Office of Lhe Mayer 
Liban fe Teas 
Hobart : 46942 


June 25tu, 1974 


The City Administration of Hobart takes tais opportunity 
to extend our best wishes to you and your conzrczation upon 
the celebration of your centennial. 


The fine efforts of a combined conzrczation ably zuided 
and led has made it possible for you and the City to observe 
this 100th birthday with credit to the heritaze and tradi- 
tion of the City of Hobart and due respect to its treat 
Future. 


Your church has helped hundreds of families in this 
comaunity to fulfill their drvams. 


It is bBecomin: to humble ourselv.s under th. dispensa- 
tion of divine providence, to recozynize your church and to 
acknowledzte the spiritual influence that it has given our 
community in time nast and to suonlicate the merciful pro- 
t_ction that all men may Liv. in lastinz peace under the 
influence of your church in our community. 


The City Administration takes pleasure in recognizinz 
and publicly acclainin; the St. DBridzet's Church of Hobart 
upon its c.ntenary of pro3zress and its 3reat contribution 
to the advancement of community life in the City of Hobart. 


very truly yours, 
” ai ) nen 
diz a. a if [ or ee Tae i = 4 C6 C77 


iayor Le J. Titus 


Father Vogt came to St. Bridget in September of 1968. 
He was born in Hammond, Indiana and attended Bishop 
Noll High School. He attended St. Lawrence College, in 
Wisconsin and St. Meinrad Benedictine Seminary in In- 
diana. Among his many activities tennis seems to be his 
favorite. 


Rev. Anthony Spanley, Curate 


Rev. William Vogt, Pastor 


Father Spanley came to St. Bridget in September of 
1972. He attended our Lady of Lake Seminary in Syracuse, 
Indiana and Mt. St. Mary Seminary of the West in 
Norwood, Ohio. Father Spanley’s hobbies include canoe- 
ing, sailing, and chess. 


Sister Assuntina (Superior) Sister Mary Clare 


Sister Francis Sister Louise 


Father Jacques Marquette 


As we celebrate the 100th anniversary of St. Bridget’s 
Church, let us retrace its steps and rejoice in its heritage. 

Although the Catholic Faith was not the first to establish 
a church in Hobart, it was the first to plant its seed in the 
Calumet Region. More than 300 years ago Father Jacques 
Marquette, Jesuit Missionary and explorer, passed through 
the Calumet Region on his way to an Indian conference in 
what is now Chicago. The year was 1673. 

The Indians liked him so well that he made another visit 
to the Chicago area to establish a mission when he became 
critically ill. Fearing he might die, he requested his friends 


take him back to his mission at St. Ignace in Mackinac. 
Traveling the long journey by canoe, his companions chose a 
shorter and easier route along the southern and eastern shores 
of the lake. It generally is believed that because of Mar- 
quette’s exhausted condition, the party rested at several 
points in the Calumet Region, even camping at the mouth of 
the Grand Calumet where Mass may have been celebrated. 
Here he also made his last entry in his diary. Marquette never 
completed the trip. He died at what is now Ludington, 
Michigan, on May 18, 1675. 


Two years later another French priest, Rev. Claude 
Allouez, after hearing about the Illini country, made his way 
southward. He reached the mouth of the Chicago River in 
April, 1677. Allouez was welcomed by the friendly Indians 
and stayed 10 years, ministering to the Miamis who settled 
around Chicago. He built a chapel near St. Mary’s Lake at 
the site of the present University of Notre Dame. 

Nothing appears in records of any other Catholic settlers 
in this region after Allouez until Joseph Bailly, a colorful fur 
trader and explorer, made his way along the shores of Lake 
Michigan in 1822. Also a trusted friend of the Indians this 
white man, unafraid, followed them through the wilderness 
from St. Joseph, Michigan, westward. A devout Catholic he 
opened his home to religious services. Settlers from miles 
around traveled to his home for Mass. As the immigrants 
moved southward such towns as Liverpool, Lake Station, 
Turkey Creek sprang up. However, Crown Point and 
Valparaiso were the only two towns to be incorporated in this 
region. 

Around 1834, George Earle came from Philadelphia to 
buy land in Liverpool. Settling there, he hoped to have it 
become the county seat. When that failed he moved a few 
miles south and built the town of Hobart in 1847. It grew slow- 
ly, until the Pittsburgh and Fort Wayne Railroad was con- 
structed through Hobart in 1858. It then became the principal 
shipping point for the county until other railroads built 
through central and southern Lake County provided 
transportation. Many of the Irish families and few German 
Catholics who settled in the area to work on the railroad 
attended church services of Lake Station. 
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The first Catholic Chapel in the area was erected by Joseph 
Bailly in 1826. 
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Students watch and participate in the Crowning of the Blessed Virgin in the month 
of May. 


Baptism is the sacrament of rebirth through which Jesus Christ gives us the devine life 
and joins us to his mystical body. 
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I will give peace, 
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In conversations with some of the old timers of St. 
Bridget’s we hear of others who pioneered this area. Peter 
Fleck left his home in Terzik, Trier, Germany, at the age of 16 
to seek his fortune in the Calumet Region. Arriving in 
Chicago via the Great Lakes, he went to friends in Dyer who 
suggested he buy land there. As land grants were exhausted, 
he settled for 160 acres in the area from Route 6 south to the 
vicinity of the now Nickel Plate Railroad. As much as is 
known he was the first man to live in these parts, the date be- 
ing 1828. 

We also hear of Joseph Schillo who helped to build the 
Lake George Dam and the saw mill. He and his six brothers 
and sisters came to America with an uncle, and bought 
property west of Hobart in 1843. 

Before a regular priest was assigned to Hobart, it was the 
custom for the visiting priest to say Mass in the home of a 
Catholic settler. Although there have been tireless Missionary 


priests before, the first recorded Mass in the area was said by 
Rev. Paul Gillen, C.S.C., in 1855. He lived in Michigan City. 
Records show that he said Mass in the house of John Mellane 
(or Mallone). He previously had established St. Paul’s 
Church in Valparaiso, instructing his first class of children for 
Holy Communion under large oak trees then standing. 

We hear next of Rev. John Force from Valparaiso. He 
visited the Hobart area between 1858 and 1859, and said 
Mass in the same house. 

The third known priest was Rev. Alexis Botti of 
Valparaiso who celebrated Mass in the home of John Or- 
mond from 1859 to 1871. Unfortunately the records of the 
Porter County Circuit Court reveal that Father Botti was 
constantly in “hot water” with his people and his Bishop. 
History books report that he was a very learned man but 
“totally unfit to be a pastor.” 


The Earle Art Gallery. 


Father O’Reiley was born at Clonmellon, Westmeath 
County, Ireland, January 29, 1834. When his father died and 
he was seven years old, his mother remarried. Michael then 
went to live with an uncle until he was thirteen. In 1846 he 
joined one of the secret clubs denounced by the Government, 
and later was advised to go to America. In 1848 he came over 
alone, and went to live with an uncle in New York. At seven- 
teen he began teaching in the winters, and with money he 
earned, he entered Oberlin College, Ohio. In his junior year 
O’Reilly transferred to Notre Dame University in South 
Bend, where he studied mental philosophy and other classical 
subjects. He then entered St. Mary’s Seminary at Cincinnati 
to study for the priesthood. After his ordination he was 
assigned to the Fort Wayne Diocese. A short time later he 
was sent to Valparaiso. 


Be 


Rev. Michael O'Reilly 


Father O'Reilly celebrated Mass in the home of John 
O’Doyle in Hobart until 1873, when he bought three lots 
from John G. Earle on which to build a church. The lots con- 
tained an old Picture Gallery, built by George Earle, founder 
of Hobart. It was converted into a Church, St. Bridget 
Church. The building faced Main Street. The cost was $1,100. 

There is no complete list of parishioners for the first year 
of the parish, but before leaving his last statement for Father 
Baumgartner, our next pastor, Father O’Reilly copied into 
the ledger a receipt he held from John G. Earle concerning the 
lots he purchased. 

The names listed in it are considered to be among the 
first parishioners of St.Bridget Church. 


Interior of St. Bridget Church 
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CENTENNIAL 


KICK —OFF DINNER 


Valparaiso, Sept. 30, 1875 
Herein is a correct copy of a receipt held by me 


(signed) M. O'Reilly 


“Received from Rev. Michael O’Reilly the following described notes which when paid 
are to be a credit on the property sold to said O’Reilly in Hobart and known as the Picture 
Gallery. Should any of said notes not be collectable then I agree to return the same not paid 


back to said O’Reilly, and the amount collected shall be a credit on said payment for said 
property to wit: 


PAID 

James Murray Dated Oct. 22, 1873 $15.00 — 
John Ahern ~ Oct. 21, 1873 50.99 $50.00 
Roger Ahern ~ Oct. 23, 1873 15.00 _ 
Margaret Doyle 7 Oct. 23, 1873 — 25.00 
Michael Ormond » Oct. 23, 1873 50.00 20.00 
Joseph Black ~ Ost. 23, 1873 30.00 oo 
Joseph Black ~ et. 25, 1373 20.00 _ 
Timothy McAuliffe . Dec. 14, 1874 24.00 20.00 
George Stocker ~ Sept. 26, 1874 50.00 Ziset 

Indorsed thereon 
Dennis Sheehan ~ Sept. 26, 1873 12.50 — 
Humphrey Torpey ~ Sept. 26, 1873 50.00 50.00 
Michael Quinlan Sept. 26, 1873 25.00 a= 
Michael O’Boyle ~ Sept. 26, 1873 

payable in brick 30.00 
Patrick Sullivan ~ Sept. 26, 1873 12.50 — 
Dennis Sheehan = Sept. 26, 1873 12.50 — 


In all fourteen notes as stated on the preceding page with a balance due of $368.87/100. 
John G. Earle (signed) 


Said notes are payable with interest at 10 per cent which also ts to be a credit on said 
amount to said O'Reilly. 


Hobart, Sept. 8, 1875 


(signed) John G. Earle 


On October 18, 1875 Father Francis Xavier Baumgartner from 
Turkey Creek took over. He served the mission of St. Bridget until 
1881. Among the parishioners registered we easily recognize the names 
of Killigrew and Stocker. 

Early records listing baptisms, marriages and funerals show two 
earliest baptisms being that of Rudolph Kekeis, son of John Kekeis 
and Kriscentia Kufman. He was born Feb. 8, 1878 and baptized on 
March 17, 1878. Her parents were Anthony Stocker and Katherine 
Full, and her sponsor was Mathias Seuirtz or Servit. 

Father Baumgartner also officiated at St. Bridget’s first recorded 
marriage. Michael O’Boil and Marian Killigrew were married May 5, 
1880 and were attended by John Hoffman and Anna Hoffman. 

The Turkey Creek Cemetery became a resting place for all of St. 
Bridget’s early parishioners until the Little Cemetery (Calvary) in Lake 
Station was acquired. 

Early burials included that of John Melone, son of John and 
Margaret Melone. He died on May 3, 1876. John Herin of Hobart also 
was buried at Turkey Creek in 1876. Baby Edward Donahue was only 
three months old when he died on Sept. 20, 1887. He was buried the 
next day. 

In his last report to the Bishop Father Baumgartner wrote on the 
condition of the church - “present standing— no debt - no capital on 


Rev. Francis Xavier Baumgartner 


hand.” 


Rev. Henry M. Roth 


Not much is written of Father Baumgartner, and so we 
go on to our next mission priest, Rev. Henry M. Roth. He 
came from the parish at Turkey Creek to serve the growing 
congregation. History books tell us that Father Roth was 
only six years old when he told his father he wanted to be a 
priest. Opposing this, the parent sent his son to school until 
he was eleven and then to Crittenden Commercial College. 
However the desire was still strong in the boy and he soon 
entered the Christian Brother’s College to become a Redemp- 
torist, but stayed two years, after which he traveled to im- 
prove his health. 

He finally studied at St. Bonaventure’s College in New 
York, and was ordained on May 22, 1880 by Bishop Dwenger 
of Fort Wayne. He was assigned to SS. Peter and Paul 
Church on Dec. 18, 1880 and served the Hobart Mission at 
the same time until 1883. In that year Rev. Baumgartner was 
again assigned to administer to the Mission. He stayed until 
February, 1885, where upon Rev. Joseph Flach succeeded 
him from 1885 to I888. 


Leh 


Born and educated in Germany, Father Flach 
visited the American Centennial Exposition in 1876 
and decided this was the land for him. He came to 
Avilla, Noble County, Indiana, where he became 
Superior of the Sisters, Order of S.F. He remained 
there until 1878 when he was assigned to take 
charge of the little church in the village of Dyer. He 
was described as “‘an erudite and congenial man, 
whereby he is enabled to enlist his parishioners and 
others in his ministry and increase his con- 
gregation.” 

In his record book Father Flach reports the 


following children received the Holy Sacrament of 


Confirmation from the hands of Rt. Rev. Joseph 
Dwenger D.D. on the third Sunday following Mon- 
day, October 18, 1886: Abigail Killigrew, Caroline 
Hooker, Theresia Hooker, Marie Sharkey, Anita 
Fister, and Margaretta Killigrew. 


Rev. Charles V. Stetter 


Rev. Joseph Flach 


The Hobart Church was still considered a mission when 
Rev. Charles V. Stetter began coming to it in 1888 by horse 
and buggy. The membership was about 200, mostly 
Americans, Irish, and German. The word of God was 
preached to the people both in English and German. Ser- 
vices were held the third Sunday of every month, the Mon- 
day after the fourth Sunday, and every Saturday. He set 
about to improve the old church by having the interior 
frescoed with eight handsome paintings and three beautiful 
alters. 

The parishioners themselves lived in houses separated 
by wide yards often enclosed by rail fences. White picket 
fences were for those who achieved higher social standings. 
The sidewalks were few and of brick or wood. The streets 
were lighted by oil burning lamps that were so dim that 
everyone carried lanterns after dark. 


The congregation was already longing for a resident 
priest to administer to their wants. So it was that Father 
Stetter left in February, 1903, and Rev. Thomas F. Jansen 
came to St. Bridget as its first resident pastor. There were fif- 
ty two families (about 260 souls) registered. 

A diligent priest, Father Jansen called the first meeting 
of the parish consultors on March 12, 1903. The group con- 
sisted of E. C. Scheidt, Geroge H. Kelker, Timothy 
McAuliffe, George L. Stocker and John Killigrew. Accor- 
ding to a record book of the meetings, a motion was carried 
that Father Jansen consult Augustus Wood to ascertain if 
his property was for sale. Earlier, during Father Stetter’s 
pastorate it was rented and used as a rectory. 

The house built in 1893 stood to the left of the church, 
until the summer of 1966 when it was torn down to make 
way for the present school, convent (now the Center 
Building) and a parking lot. By this time it had become a 
landmark noted for the elaborate hand rubbed mahogany 
ornaments around the porch. In August, Father Jansen 
purchased the large frame house which served as the 
Catholic parsonage and an acre of land all for $6,200. 

In March, 1904 Father Jansen approached the Bishop 
about acquiring the cemetery at Lake Station. In the May 
Minutes of the consultors Father Jansen reported that the 
Bishop approved the annexation of the cemetery (Calvary) 
at no cost to the congregation. 

In January, 1905 the consultors voted to mail monthly 
envelopes to parishioners. Printed annual collection reports 
were to be distributed among the people of the parish for the 
first time. 


Rev. Thomas F. Jansen 
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St. Bridget Church, 1911 


At St. Bridget’s were such organizations as the St. Ann’s 
Christian Mothers Sodality, The Young Ladies Sodality 
organized in 1906, and the Children of Mary. A society for 
married and single men was in the process of being organized 
during Father Jansen’s last years at the parish. 

He attended to the Mission of Lake Station. By this time 
SS. Peter and Paul again had become a mission and Father 
Jansen administered to it. He also went by horseback to the 
mission in the sand dunes of Gary to say Mass. He took two 
boys from St. Bridget’s to be the first servers in Gary. They 
were John Fleck and John Killigrew. Then in 1907 Father 
Jansen was sent to Gary to turn that mission amid the sand 
dunes into a parish. It later became Holy Angels Cathedral. 


MOT a 
a 4 


By the time Rev. William Hoff came to St. Bridget in 
1908, it became apparent that the congregation was in need of 
a new church. Early in 1911 Father Hoff called a meeting of 
the men of the parish for the purpose of building a new one 
and a school. With their support he went ahead with the 
plans. On August 7, 1911, the old church was moved from its 
foundation and work began on the new ediface. The corner 
stone was laid by Father Hoff on October 15, 1911, an occa- 
sion at which practically the entire population of Hobart 
turned out. Now 63 years later, this spring the same cor- 
nerstone is to serve as the base for a new grotto to be built and 
dedicated to the children of St. Bridget’s. 


Interior of St. Bridget Church, 
1911. 


Ihe new building was 
dedicated on May 30, 1912, by 
Bishop John Francis Noll, assisted 
by 35 priests. The St. Bridget’s 
Church made of brick donated by 
the Kulage Brick Works, stood on 
a foundation 82 X 35 ft. with a 
wing 40 X 25 ft. The church com- 
prised the basement and two 
stories. For the digging of the 
foundation Joseph Gresser provid- 
ed two teams of horses. The second 
floor was used as the church 
auditorium while the lower floor 
had three classrooms. The wing 
became the sister’s quarters. The 
building itself cost $15,000, in- 
cluding the donated bricks. Some 
of the individual items of expense 
were the altar and communion rail 
costing $680, and the pews costing 
$500. At this time St. Bridget 
Parish consisted of 68 families (350 
souls). 

The school originally had 
been planned to be opened in 
September, 1915, but there was a 
snag: no. sisters were available. 
Another 12 years passed before it 
became a reality. 

The original church became a 
club room for young men. This 
was both the religious and social 


center for the Catholic people of 


Hobart. The chief societies of the 
parish were the Married Men’s 
Society with 30 members; St. 
Ann’s Married Women’s Sodality, 
of 61 members; the Guardian 
Angel’s Childrens Society of 23 
members; St. Agnes Young Ladies 
Sodality, 19 members, and St. 


Aloysius Young Men’s Society of 


25 men. A dramatic club was being 
organized. 


2 


Such was the parish progress of a vigorous pastor who 
was active in organizing the Hobart baseball team. He also 
was active in the Commercial Club. 

Father Hoff was born of German parents on March 3, 
1878 in Chicago. He attended schools in Chicago, the pon- 
tifical school at Columbus, Ohio, finishing six years of the 
classics, two years in philosophy, and four years in 
theology. On April 8, 1905, he was ordained in the 
seminary chapel at Columbus, and said his first Mass on 
April 30, 1907. After about a year at the Cathedral at Fort 
Wayne, Father Hoff received his appointment as pastor of 
Hobart on July 3, 1908. He stayed for 13 years. 

Rev. Joseph Lynn, St. Bridget’s next pastor, remodel- 
ed the church in 1922 and purchased property south of the 
old rectory. Father Lynn stayed in Hobart from 1922 
through 1924. 


Rev. Joseph 


Lynn 
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The next priest assigned to St. Bridger was Father 
John Stegar who arrived in January, 1925 and left six 
months later when Rev. P. Roederer was assigned to this 
parish on September 3 by the Rt. Rev. John Noll, Bishop 
of Fort Wayne. Fort Wayne was still the head of the 
Diocese of which Hobart was a part, prior to the forming 
of the Gary Diocese in 1957. Other parishes referred to St. 
Bridget’s as a rural parish made up primarily of farmers, 
but this was not true. Its few farm families, however were 
very active parishioners and stalwart Catholics who rarely 
considered weather a reason for missing Mass. 

Father Paul Roederer was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
on December 14, 1887. He pursued his studies for the Holy 
Priesthood at St. Joseph’s in Collegeville, St. Ignatius, 
Chicago, and Mount St. Mary’s, Cincinnati. He was or- 
dained on June 20, 1913, by Bishop Alerding. His first ap- 
pointment was as assistant at St. Joseph’s, Hammond, 
where he remained until January 10, 1917, when he was 
transferred as assistant to Sacred Heart, Whiting. On June 
14, 1918, he received his First Pastorate, just five years 
after his ordination, at St. Catherine’s, Nix Settlement, 
with Roanoke as a Mission. From this pastorate he then 
came to Hobart. 

The Ku Klux Klan was rampant in Indiana during the 
twenties. Sometime during this period, parishioners tell us 
that this secret society, very very active in Hobart, paraded 
and burned crosses. 


Rev. Paul Roederer 
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In 1927 Father Roederer opened the parochial school 
which had been planned many years before and built in 1911 
by Father Hoff. The physical structure was located on the 
first floor under the church and was made up of three 
classrooms on the west portion and a large hall on the east 
side, with a stairway leading to the sacristy and at the north 
end of the hall an exit into another hall which passed a 
cloakroom and led up the stairway to the church proper. 

Nuns had been secured from the order of St. Francis 
Seraph of Perpetual Adoration, whose Mother house was in 


Lafayette. The staff consisted of three teaching nuns, one of 


whom was the Superior, and a house nun. Pupils attended 
daily mass at 8:00 a.m., marching orderly out the back door 
(east) of the building, around the building on a brick path to 
Main Street and up the long stairway leading into church. 
Only when weather did not permit were these children per- 
mitted to use the inner halls to enter the church. Once a week 
the children were expected to stay after school, sometimes un- 
happily, to practice choir. When no High Mass was sung on 
the weekdays, the children led the rosary, or led Mass prayers 
or sang hymns, certain days assigned for each. The children’s 
choir sang for probably more than half of the funerals and 
weddings. 
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The pupils also cleaned their own classrooms and the 
washrooms daily, the washrooms being in a separate building 
with little heat. On Fridays more efforts were exerted for an 
especially good cleaning job. 

The playground was mostly cinders, with a ball diamond 
and basketball hoops on the Center Street side. This Center 
Street lot had been donated to the church by Joseph Gresser. 
In the middle of the playground was a pump with good water, 
but a community cup, unless you brought your own. The 
nuns encouraged recess activities and often participated 
themselves. 
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Church and School during Father Roederers time. 


In 1930 the boundaries of St. Bridget Parish were: 
North—Hobart Township Line; South—1'2 miles south of 
Lincoln Highway; East—Halfway to Valparaiso; 
West—Hobart Township Line. At this same time Father 
Roederer had reported to the Bishop that the 1930 Com- 
munions were 10,800, 100 less than in 1929, perhaps due to 
the fact that about 50 families from East Gary had been in- 
structed by Father F. X. Guerre to attend Mass in temporary 
quarters (Central Christian Church) in East Gary. At this 
time St. Bridget’s boasted the attendance of 66 Catholic 
families, and |1 mixed, for a total of 353 parishioners. 

During Father Roederer’s strict pastorship, the parish 
was quite organized. Sodalities became active, along with 
Study Groups that formed, CYO was organized and func- 
tioned according the designed phases, not only locally, but 
visited and entertained other rural parishes. St. Bridget’s 
social activities were many and were handled by a Social 
Club. 

In this same year the basement of the combined school 
and church was renovated to serve as a hall for meetings and 
various social purposes with a small kitchen attached. New 
chairs and tables were purchased and a stage was eventually 


added to the south end of the hall. Many hours of fun can be 
remembered in this basement consisting of card and bunco 
parties, bingo games, teas, etc. Children’s plays and 
programs, under the diligent guidance of the nuns were per- 
formed in this hall. Many will remember the stage curtain 
that had a bad habit of hanging up at one end and giving 
much frustration to the performers who had to remain 
because they still could be seen by their audience. Even Santa 
arrived from the North Pole via the Furnace Room. The year- 
ly bazaars were such huge affairs that they called for larger 
quarters, and were usually held in the Masonic hall. 

From old reports it was noted that men were averaging 
about four work days a week and in 1931 this dwindled to 
three days a week. In a 1934 bulletin a Sunday Mass intention 
was for, “that our men may find regular employment.” 

It’s interesting to see what each wage earner was ex- 
pected to donate toward the 1934 “Big Bazaar: At least — 2 
chickens, 2 pies and | cake or the equivalent in cash. In addi- 
tion each family should give — pickles, jelly, vegetables, 
potatoes, cabbage and milk, accordingly, as they have these 
things on hand.” 
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Redecorated inside of Church 


In 1931 a re-establishment of the Apostleship of Prayer in 
League with the Sacred Heart was made, with Grace Sullivan 
(now Mrs. George Gill) as its first promoter. 

During this time there also was an adult choir, directed 
by Miss Clara Tauschek, who was the organist and the 
housekeeper for Father Roederer. 

The Sunday bulletin was first printed on September 16, 
1934, ending the reading and not remembering of the lengthy 
list of Sunday announcements. Father Roederer was known 
for his sermons in the parish bulletins. Here we note his war- 
ning to parishioners of condemned movies. Parishioners were 
urged to watch for the approval lists. He mentioned that 
attending condemned movies was sinful, even if you did not 
pledge to the Legion of Decency. His quotes were, “If you are 
not with the church in this campaign, you are against Christ 
and your own soul’s best interest.” 

Of confessions, Father Roederer commented in 1935: 
‘“‘Penitents should be well prepared before the hour ap- 
pointed, be clean and free of odors of drink, cosmetics, etc., 


which offend against the true spirit of penance. Perfumes, Sen- 
sen, etc., may destroy obnoxious odors; but nothing equals 
simple boldily cleanliness, modesty of dress and deportment.” 

Neither would Father Roederer tolerate busy bodies and 
gossipmongers. In this sermon taken from a parish bulletin, 
Father scolds his flock: *‘Small pox of the tongue is raging in 
this parish. It is worse and more deadly to the soul than 
physical smallpox is to the body. There is entirely too much 
criticizing and uncharitable talk making the rounds of this 
parish. Beware! Lest you curse yourself and condemn 
yourself by your own tongue. Avoid gossipers, detractors, 
calumniators, talebearers and scandalmongers just as you 
would avoid the smallpox. By their tongues you shall know 
them. Some people are not happy unless they cause others to 
suffer. Ye Gossippers, turn over a new leaf. Make right the 
wrong that you have done, so you may receive forgiveness 
from God as well as absolution from the priest.” 
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VOL, 1 18th Sun. after Pentecost (4 Sept.) Sept. 23, 1934 No. 2 


HOLY MASS INTENTIONS: 
TODAY 7 A.M. Intention of St. Anne Sodality. 
9:30 A.M. High Mass for all who conated labor. 


MONDAY In Thanksgiving. 
TUESDAY Jack Frederick, Int. of Holy Childhood Ass'n. 
SATURDAY Feast of St. Michael - Grace to combat temptatiorn 


SUNDAY 7 A.M. In Thanksgiving. 
9:30 A.M. In Thanksgiving. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

After Holy Mass, weather permitting, a jubilee visit. Let 
all men and boys assist priest in leading the prayers. Let all 
ladies answer. 

After the jubilee visit today and next Sunday all who have 
not been confirmed will ktndly remain in church to register and 
receive preliminary instructions. 

Every Sunday at 8:30 A.M. until time changes, instructions 
for all children not attending St. Bridget School. 

At 2 o'clock this afternoon - Benediction. | 

After Benediction St. Anne So@ality mects in St. Bridget Hall. 

Chicken Dinner and Fall Festival by S.S. Peter & Paul Church 
Turkey Creck today - dinner 50¢ - childron 25¢. 

Tomorrow nicht circle #4 will giv: a ninochle, five hundred 
and bunco party. The chairman is Mrs. McRoborts assisted by Mes- 
dames Rockgnstcin, Barr, Sophia Hoffman, Johnston and O'Kocfe Sr. 
Someone in the hall at 8:15 P.M. tomorrow night will be awarded 
a door prize. Lunch will be served and fire prizes givon awa:. 

Thursday 2 P.M. circle #3 will hold a business mecting at res- 
idence of Mrs. Frank Popp, 10th Street. 

All men and young men are urged to meet in front of church 
Thursday 7 P.id. to attend the big mass meeting of Catholic mer 
at St. John Cantius Hall, 3903 Main St., Indiana Harbor. The 
largest delegation in proportion to size of parish will receive 
a box of cigars. 

Next Sun., being the 5th Sun. of the month is Communion da: 
for all who do not belone to any socicty as well as for all wh:s 
do not receive rezularly. 

Tho men who were not present last Tucsday cvening missed a 
rére troat. Fine food, thanks to the ladics; fine speeches - 
thanks to our Pres. ifr. Hencock - fine arrangements - thenks to 
Mr. GE. Guernsey and his wonderful committec. 

The number zivine one dollar or mere in their envelopes last 
Sun. wes very eratifyiag and cncourécing. 

Mr. Joseph Kulage 2nd Mr. Svron Mellon ore waiting with a 
smile for payments on the subscription. Paymonts may be made 
at the Mellon Real Estate office on Mein St. any day from 9 to 
12 A.M. or 1-to 5 P.M. Already pledesd - $250.00 - We still 
need, $200.00 

Tuzsday efter Holy Mass devotions to St. Anthony. Mens come 
and esk St. Anthouv to find 2 job for you. 

Tuesday — Little Flower Nevena starts. 

Probable dete - Forty Hours, Oct. 27-29th. Everybody get 
busy - prayer for success and invite ths caralose and lukewarm 
to attend. AMEN. o 


READ, OBS™RVE #ND PRESERVE, 
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FOLY MASS INTENTIONS: 

MONDAY John Francen - Intention, J. E. Mellon, 
TUESDAY High Mass in honor of St. Patrick. 
WEDNESDAY Intention of Paul Schnelter, 
TrURSDAY H. Mass in honor of St. Jos. for Christian Fanily Life. 
FRIDAY Jane Holzmcr ~ Int., Mosd. Kraussc, Scholler, Troe, Killogrow., 
SATURDAY Josephine Krausso - Int., Mrs. Sue Snowden. 


SUNDAY 8 AM. Intention of St. Ann Confraternity of Christian Mothers. 
lo A.M. For obedience to authority. 


ANNOUNCIMENTS : 
TODAY: 9:30 A.M. H. S. Study Club and instructions for public school children. 
2 P.M. Woy of Cross. Mecting of “oly Childhood Association and 
Promotors, 

TUESDAY evening C. Y. 0. of Hobart are giving a party. All wolcone. Good timo 
assured, 

7:30 P.M. Our Divine Saviour invitos all inhabitants of “obart to attord 
church, to hear 2 special lonten sermon explaining Wis teaching and to reccivo Tis 
personal Dlessing. It is more important to bring man and his Maker together and ke 
them together then to keep body and soul together, for "What doth it profit a man ii 
he gain the whole world and lose his immortal soul?" Lent is the time for me to so 
order my social and business concorns that I may give the special attention to ny p 
starving soul that it needs. 

TIURSDAY: 12:45 P.M. St. Rita Study Club mects with Mrs. S. Routes, 236 Main Si 

FRIDAY: 1:30 P.M. St. Ann Confraternity of Christian Mothers meets in Church 
Hall. 

7:30 P.M. Way of Cross. Meoting of scouts. Registration feo before 
meeting. 

SUNDAY: 8S AM. St. Ann Confraternity of Christian Mothers receives in a body. 

EOLY Name men and boys responded splendidly last Sunday morning. 

INTENTIONS for Moly Masses are fulfilled in the order received as nearly and as 
quickly as possible. 

NY. C. C. %. Deanery meeting at Indiana Harbor was well attended last Wednesday. 

ACCORDING to local and other newspapers, there is no cessation nor even lessenin 
of social activitics and pleasure secking during this lent despite the fact of the 
strictest prohibitions by Woly Mother Church promulgated by our own and other bish» 
throughout the world. Also, despito the fact that the people of this parish (thru 
their duly clected and approved leaders in the Social Club which is in charge of sv 
ial events) decided to omit these public activities during this lent, our own peop: 
are participating actively in social events, sponsoring and promoting them. iwwhere 
is the explanation to the public, ospecially to those not of the Faith? Is not thi 
a scandal to many? It is just as bad as gossip. 

SCANDAL: Gossip. As the ripple of a stone thrown into the water goes on and on 
till it reaches the shorc, so the rottenness of a gossipping tongue injected into 
innocent ears continues to spread its evil influence in ever widening circles till 
it rosts at the judgment soat of God. Beowaref Lost your evil words and scandalous 
exanplo engulf you at the shores of eternity. 

PARENTS{ Fathers and mothers, are you giving good or bad example to your chil- 
dren? Are you filling vour sclf denial bank? Let not oven one person in this par: 
fail to have a bank ready when the pastor calls. Let each individual fill his or 
her own Dank with the money saved by abstinenco from dances, shows, card and bunco 
partics, cosmetics and other public displays. We must always avoid sin; but during 
lent, it is our duty to do without some innocent and lawful pleasures and anusc® 
nonts, at least to the extent that wo may offer a minimum of five (5.00) dollars 
for the ceuse of Christ. The first doller in each bank goes to propagete the Fait? 
in home ond foreign missions. The valance of the proceeds of self denial will 
be used to spread the Faith in Hobart, that is in tho parochial school and thru 
the distribution of litercture. 

GOD forbids stcaling, wrecking ond destroying property of any kind. What has 
been givenfor the common good, may not be appropriated for the individual good. 
Therefore, it is a sin against the seventh commandment of God to take clectric 
light bulbs from the church property. It is bad and wrong to take or use anything 
without the right or permission of the owner or one in charge. An individual 
docs not own church property in such a way that he may take it or use it for his 
or her own personal benefit. 

YOUT:! must be subject to elders as Christ was to Joseph and Mary. This is a 
law of nature, of God, “is Church and society. when youth no longer regpects 
nuthority of parents end other clders in their regpective spheres, society slumps, 
civilization is retarded. Stolen tools, broken windows, damaged doors and locks 
must be paid for sooner or leter. The culprits are weaving a not which will 
eventually ensare them, ‘ 

POPE Pius Xl has repeatedly urged Catholics to support Catholic publications 
and on one occasion said: “Anything that you will do for the Catholic Press I 
will consider rs hevin- cen done for me personally. Subscribe ¢@ Our Sunday V. 
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Among the most prominent events during Father 
Roederer’s pastorate were the calling of many young per- 
sons to a religious life. 

One young man, Leo Brown, entered the Franciscan 
Seminary at Hinsdale, Illinois, on September 1, 1937. Leo 
(Father Tom) said his First Solemn Mass June 26, 1949. 

The young ladies who entered the convents were; 
Helen Gresser (first girl to enter from St. Bridget) - Con- 
vent of St. Francis, Lafayette, Ind., June, 1928. Mary 
Mueller - Convent of St. Francis, Lafayette, Ind., 1929. 
Anna Konicki - Convent of Poor Handmaids of Jesus 
Christ, Donaldson, Ind., August, 1930. Wilhelmine Popp 
- Convent of St. Francis, Lafayette, Ind., December, 
1930. Clara Holzmer - Convent of St. Francis, Lafayette, 
Ind., June, 1934. Ullanee Mary Brown - Convent of Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ, Donaldson, Ind., December, 
1936. Alice Buergler - Community of Sisters of St. 
Joseph, St. Louis, Missouri, August, 1938. Mary Queen 
Brown - Convent of Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, 
Donaldson, Ind., December, 1938. 

On June 22, 1938, Father Roederer celebrated his 
Silver Jubilee to the Priesthood. An all day festival mark- 
ed the celebration, opening with Mass celebrated by the 
Jubilarian. A banquet was served and the parishioners 
gathered for an evening of addresses, singing and 
refreshments. 

Twenty-three priests and two visiting nuns came to 
offer congratulations. 


Convent North of the Church And School 1941. 


SR. M. CLEONE, P.H.J.C. (right) recently celebrated her 25th 


anniversary in the religious life, at a Mass in St. Bridget 
church, Hobart, celebrated by her brother, Rev. Thomas Brown, 
O.F.M., head of the Fine Arts Department of Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois. Also joining in the celebration were two sis- 
ters, Mrs. Byron Mellon of Hobart and Sister M. Leonore, 


P.H.J.C., superior of St. Mary’s school in East Chicago. Sr. 


Cleone is the former Marie Ullannee Brown, daughter of the 
late Mr. and Mrs. Frank Brown. She attended St. Luke’s grade 
school, Gary and Ancilla Domini high school, Donaldson. She 
holds a B.A. degree from Loyola University. Sr. Cleone is now 
serving in the office of Bishop Dwenger High School in Fort 
Wayne. Pictured with Sr. Cleone are her sister, Sr. Leonore 
and her brother, Father Brown. 


In September, 1940 Father Thomas Kennedy in- 
augurated Our Sorrowful Mother Novena at St. 
Bridget’s. These Novena services were very well attended, 
particularly during time of World War II, but during 
Father Schaeffer's pastorship, the services had to be 
dropped for lack of attendance. 

Also in 1940 the Sisters of St. Francis left St. 
Bridget’s after serving for 13 years. Former pupils still 
may remember the Francican Sister Alma, Elaine, 
Edwardilla, Anita, Herman Joseph, Sylvia, Renata, 
Walburgis, Leonina, Wereburga, Hiltrudes, Ruth, 
Bonasa, Johanette, and Jeanette. 

In September, the Mantellate Servants of Mary 
started to teach here. The first Sisters assigned were 
Sisters Felicita (Superior), Francine, Dolores and Mary 
(house sister). 

When the nuns returned to teach in the fall of 1941 
they went to the house north of the main building on 
Main Street. A fourth classroom was added to the school 
in a part of the lower floor of the old convent quarters. 
All students eyed the room hoping this would be set up 
for their grades as it was so much more modern. With a 
southern exposure and the new type of windows, it lent a 
cheery atmosphere, if such a term can be applied to a 
child’s vision of a classroom. 


On December 7, i941, came the fateful bombing of Pearl 
Harbor, and soon after, the call to arms for many of the 
young men of the parish. 

The St. Bridget casualties were George Bond, Jr., Robert 
Cherock, Louis Glavan, Joseph Harney, Jr., Jerry Killigrew 
and Michael Murray. 

Because of Father Roederer’s failing health and the in- 
crease of work, the Bishop in 1943 assigned to St. Bridget’s 
their first resident assistant. Father W. E. Sweigart had been 
assisting on Sundays since Easter of 1942 when four Sunday 
Masses became a necessary schedule. Father Sweigart had no 
pastorship, but was busy with the burdening duties of the 
Diocesan Charities. Assistants in addition to Father Sweigart 
were Father J. J. O'Connor, July 8-August 31, 1943; Father 
Kelly S.M., September 19-October 28, 1943; Rev. Daniel Piel, 
October 13, 1943 to March 1, 1945; Rev. John Witte, March 
1, 1945 to July 9, 1946. 


THE SISTERS, SERVANTS OF MARY 


BLUE ISLAND, ILLINOIS 


are happy to announce 


the election of 


SR, M. FELICITA DE MATO, O.S.M. 
as 
PROVINCIAL, SUPERIOR 
of the 


American Province 


Received By Sister Felicita 
August, 1972 


After 20 years of fruitful labor 
Father Roederer was transferred in 1946 
to St. John’s Parish, St. John, Indiana, a 
pastorship with lesser duties, as his 
health was not the best. To St. Bridget’s 
came Father John B. Schaeffer, a most 
humble man, who was born in 1900 and 
spent his childhood in Dyer, Indiana. He 
did not enter the seminary until he was 
21 years old and was ordained in 1927. 


Altar of St. Bridget Church as it appeared in 
the 1940's. 
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Rev. Ambrose McGinnity 


Rev. Joseph Pusateri 


Rev. Cornelius Bergan 


During his pastorate he was served with the following 
assistants: Father Edward Sweigart, September, 1946 to July, 
1952; Father Andrew Torpor, July 1952 to June, 1953; Father 
Edward Narcowich, June, 1953 to August, 1954; Father Am- 
brose McGinnity, August, 1954 to July, 1959; Father Cornelius 
Bergan, August, 1959 until the time of his unexpected death 
here at St. Bridget’s on May 31, 1961; Father John Strebig, Ju- 
ly, 1961 to 1967, and Father Joseph Pusateri who came in 1967 
and stayed after Father Schaeffer's semi-retirement and served 
under our current pastor, Father Vogt. 

During Father Schaeffer’s pastorship the present buildings 
were built, consisting of the church which was started in 1953 
and dedicated June 27, 1954, by Bishop Leo Pursley; the new 
school, started in 1963 and first occupied January, 1966; and 
later the Convent in 1967, which is now known as the Center 
Building. 


The selling of ‘“‘Bricks” helped raise funds for the new church. 


Because of the growth of the Parish it became necessary 
to take active steps to build a new church and also to provide 
additional classrooms. In 1950 the plans were drawn for a 
colonial type building which would seat about 500. A drive 
was initiated to raise $100,00 in pledges. Every family and 
wage-earner was asked to contribute $200 and the final result 
was a total pledge of $40,000 of which some $30,000 had been 


fulfilled. This work was accomplished by volunteer effort of 


parishioners under the leadership of Edward Schmaltz. A 
building committee was formed, consisting of Schmaltz, 
William O’Neill, Peter Baier, William Bonath, James 
Knoblock, Byron Mellon, Rupert Schwinn, Arthur Loverich, 
Francis Greener and Paul Heuring. Many meetings were held 


to discuss the various advantages and disadvantages occurring 
in construction. Approval and permission to build were 
granted by Rt. Rev. John F. Noll, DD. Bishop of Fort Wayne 


in February, 1953. Bids were let and opened in March of 


Before construction was started, the rectory of about 50 


‘years was vacated, the priests then moving to the southeast 


corner of Second and Center Streets, which had been recently 
purchased from the Owen Roper family. The vacated rectory 
was used for a short time as a mimeograph room, 
kindergarten and storage purposes. 

Ground was broken on Sunday, April 12, 1953, at 4:00 
p.m. Excavation was begun on Monday, April 27, 1953. 
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Ground was broken April 12, 1953 


Excavation began April 27, 1953 
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procession for corner stone ceremony 


Items being placed inside the cornerstone. 


Cornerstone ceremonies were held on Sunday afternoon, 
September 13, 1953, at 3:00 p.m. Rt. Rev. Edward 
Mungovan, Vicar General of the Diocese of Fort Wayne, of- 
ficiated. Rev. Andrew Grutka, pastor of Holy Trinity Slovak 
Parish, delivered the sermon and Rev. Daniel Piel, assistant at 
St. Marks Church, Gary, directed the Priest’s Choir. Rev. 
Leo Hildebrandt, pastor of St. Mary’s, Griffith, was Master 
of Ceremonies. 

Dedication of the new church was held June 27, 1954. At 


the Cornerstone contained these items. 


The Laying of the cornerstone. 


last, the long awaited dream was a reality. The brick and 
stone structure measured 135 feet in length, 48 feet wide and 
85 feet in height. It was designed by George Smith of Chicago 
with F. A. Wilhelm of Indianapolis as the general contractor. 
The main floor accommodated 538 persons with room for an 
additional 125 in the choir, balcony and mothers’ room. A 
full post-free basement with stage was one of Hobart’s finest 
halls at the time. 


The Most Rev. Leo A. Pursley D. D. Aux- 
ilary Bishop of Fort Wayne officiated and gave 
the sermon at the Solemn High Mass. Other of- 
ficials included Rev. John B. Schaeffer, pastor 
and celebrant; the Rev. Edward Sweigart, 
deacon; the Rev. Lawrence Grothouse, sub 
deacon; the Rev. Leo Hildebrandt, master of 
ceremonies. The Rev. Paul J. Roederer and the 
Rev. Joseph Lynn former pastors, assisted in 
the sanctuary. 

After the new church was finished the old 
complex was renovated and completely used 
for school purposes, now having eight 
classrooms, with five Sisters and five lay 
teachers. 


The new church was ready for dedication on June 27, 
1954. 
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In the late summer of 1964, work was underway 
for the new school on the southeast corner of Main 
and Front Streets. Contract costs came to $622,385, 
not including architect and insurance fees, or fur- 
nishings. 

The school, finished in 1966, boasted the latest 
equipment and design, with sixteen classrooms, a 
cafeteria, meeting room and offices. A pre-school 
soon was initiated. The children’s library, the only 
central grade school library in Hobart and the best 
equipped in the Diocese of Gary, now draws admira- 
tion from professional librarians for its attractiveness 
and organization. 


The library collection now includes 
some 3,200 carefully selected books and over 
400 paperbacks, 200 recordings, 150 
filmstrips, a well-stocked vertical file, 
various encyclopedias, dictionaries and 
atlases, and stacks of periodicals. All 
materials have been chosen for the special 
needs of a Catholic grade school. All grades 
from kindergarten to eighth, have weekly 
library periods; regular story hours are held 
for the primary grades, library science 
classes are held periodically, and the library 
is open all during the school day for in- 
dividual student research. All of this has 


been accomplished by the dedication of 


many women, all volunteer workers, sup- 
ported by Book Fairs, and by annual con- 
tributions. The library workers are guided by 
Mrs. Regina Mellon, who had organized the 
library in the beginning. 
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The cornerstone is all that remains of 
the 1911 complex, torn down in March, 
1966. In a box in the cornerstone was a 
copy of the Hobart News containing pic- 
tures of: Father Hoff, the pastor in 1911, 
little frame church, parsonage, line draw- 
ing of the then new school, a paper show- 
ing the cost of the building as $9,600 ex- 
cluding the brick that was donated by the 
Kulage Brick Yard, and furnishings. 

In addition to the old Roper proper- 
ty, Father Schaeffer also purchased the 
present rectory on Center Street, plus the 
house, currently rented on the southeast 
corner of Front and Center Streets, and 
having the future convent in view, the 
Kramer Corner including an old home on 
the northwest corner of Second and 
Center Streets. 
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Father Schaeffer looks at plans for the new school. 


Early in Father Schaeffer’s 
pastorship the parishioners had _ been 
given the choice of either supporting the 
extra costs of the church by contributing 
through a semi-monthly subscription, or 
continue having bazaars and other 
money-making events. The choice was 
made favoring the subscription. Early in 
1963 tithing was initiated and after six 
months of tithing the parish contributions 
were up 37.8 per cent over the previous 
year. Those who tithed found it was 
satisfying to give the Lord his share first. 

When the school was started in 1963, 
the house located north of the 1911 
building and occupied by the nuns was 
torn down, and the Kramer home was 
decorated for a temporary home for the 
nuns. This house also was raised, and 
sisters for a time lived in the new convent, 
as originally planned. However, the con- 
vent was designed for 10 nuns; only three 
or four have been at St. Bridget’s. 


After Vatican II came talk of Parish Councils and Father 
Schaeffer was not slow in giving permission for a group to 
write the by-laws and constitution. In the group laying the 
groundwork were Father Schaeffer, Mary Collins, Richard 
Fehrenbacher, Gerald Govert, William Hebert, James 
Knouff, Francis Lepp, Regina Mellon, John Prusiecki, and 
Eugene Rodriquez. 

The Parish Council met on November 30, 1967, in the 
CYO room with 19 of the 23 members present. The first of- 
ficers were: Chairman, Dr. John Reed; vice chairman, James 
Finan, and secretary, Mrs. Joseph Buergler. The roster read: 
Father Schaeffer, Father Joseph Pusateri, Sister Felicita, Dr. 
John Carter, Leonard Schmelter, Arthur Loverich, James 
Galler, Robert Pictor, William Hebert, Mrs. Ann Vygrala, 
George Vossberg, Nick Holzmer, Mrs. R. Frey, James 
Knoblock, and Edward Burke. Committee chairmen were: 
Finance and Budget, James Knouff; Board of Education, John 
Baron; Ways and Means, Mrs. W. Berg; Building and 
Grounds, Peter Baier; Community Living, Mrs. E. Haller. 
Other Council Chairmen have been Nick Holzmer, Nick 
Dristas and the 1974 president Martin Ruzbasan. 

The Parish Council is the governing body of our parish, 
15 of its members elected for three year terms, plus five 
chairmen of the Council’s five standing committees, plus the 
pastor, assistant pastor, and school principal. Chairmen for 
the Athletic committee and the CYO have been given a chair 
on the council without a vote. This group meets every fourth 
Thursday as an advisory group to the pastor. The meetings 
are open to those interested. 


Nich Dristas, Nic Holzmer and Dr. John Reed 
Past presidents of the parish council 


1974 Parish Council 

L to R. Sitting; Nick Dristas, Sr. Assuntina, Helen Pachapa, Martin 
Ruzbasan, Aileen Williams,Pat Pavletich,Fr. Anthony Spanley. Se- 
cond Row; Sharon Zimny, Margaret Lepp, Isabel Wignal, 
Catherine Dembosky, Jean Reed. Third Row; Ronald Manfred, 


Elmer Schmelter, Gerald Govert, James Budzielik, Mel Schultz, 
Donald Sheehy, Peter Bosse. Not Pictured; Fr. Wm. Vogt, Doretta 
Schmelter, Wm. Heuring, Francis Gianoli. 
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Parishioners enjoy coffee and donut hour after Sunday Masses. 


Father Vogt helps a young parishioner with his donut. 


The present pastor Rev. William Vogt came to St. 
Bridget’s in September, 1968, when Father Schaeffer retired 
because of ill health. Father Vogt was born in Hammond, In- 
diana, and attended Bishop Noll High School. In 1936 Father 
Jansen escorted him to St. Lawrence College in Wisconsin. 
Father Vogt took his philosophy and theology studies at St. 
Meinrad Benedictine Seminary in southern Indiana. After his 
ordination to the priesthood by the late Bishop John Noll on 
June 15, 1946, he was assigned to the parish of St. Joseph in 
Mishawauka. He also served as a teacher at Bishop Noll High 
School. In June of 1954 Father Vogt was assigned as assistant 
to St. Mary’s of the Lake in Miller, and then was transferred 
to St. Thomas More in Munster in May, 1955. He became the 
first full time assistant at St. Patrick’s Church in Chesterton 
on June 20, 1958. He was instrumental in organizing St. An- 
drew’s Parish in Merrillville. Summer or winter, Father Vogt 
can be seen working off parish tensions on the tennis courts. 


By the time Father Vogt came to St. Bridget’s it was a 
parish beset by financial problems, having taken on too much 
with the building of a new school and a convent. A few 
months later, Father Vogt asked his Parish Council for and 
was given approval to approach Bishop Andrew Grutka for 
permission to have the convent and grounds appraised for 
possible lease for income to assist in mortgage payments. The 
nuns agreed to move into the Hoffman House after its 
suitable remodeling. The convent, renamed the Center 
Building, was turned into a building of offices. It now is 70 
per cent rented. 

In July, 1970 the Community Living Committee received 
approval from the Parish Council to Sponsor a nursery for 
children under three during Sunday Masses. It also started a 
coffee and donut hour after the 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 
for the purpose of promoting fellowship among parishioners. 


Rathskellars are a popular Social Activity at St. Bridget 


Father Vogt Receives a photograph of the church 
from Elmer 


Father Vogt and Mr. Curtis, the church music director, lead 
a community sing at a recent Rathskellar. 


One of the most popular social activities Father Vogt 
has introduced to the parish is the Rathskellar. He 
describes it: “‘Rathaus in German is the official town hall. 
The basement of the meeting hall is traditionally known as 
the Rathskellar, the cellar that is used for meals and enter- 
tainment. The flats we put up on these dinners to simulate 
such a German Inn. We have flags of many countries and 
try to give our Rathskellar an international flavor since our 
parish enfolds all ethnic groups.” 

“It is on such occasions that we wish to invite new 
parishioners. There have been members of parishes from 
Gary and Chesterton visiting us to see how its done. We 
Welcome especially widows and widowers and 
parishioners who like to meet other people.” 

Such monthly dinners have been held on a non-profit 
basis, for the purpose of practicing the ancient Christian 
“Agape,” an occasion of Christian Charity and Enjoy- 
ment. One of the most popular was the Polish Night where 
it was so crowded that people were turned away. Polish 
foods were served and young Polish dancers entertained. 


1974 CENTENNIAL 
27 28 


CARNIVAL DAYS 
JULY 25 26 


GOAL 


It’s CARNIVAL TIME again, and again the help of every Parishioner 


is solicited. 


responds to the needs. 


Our Parish is truly one to be Proud of for the way it 


Our School will open again this Fall, because St. Bridget Parish 


refuses to give in to the pressures of the times. 
beautifully the past two years with the 


of the school. 


We have managed 


Carnival coming to the rescue 


This year the Goal has been increased from $25,000.00 To $30;000.00. 
We have a growing attendance and of course a higher cost, we intend to 


meet this new goal as we have in the past. 


Every Man, Woman and Young Adult, 
waiting for the asking. Get involved, 


New Parishioner and Old, has a job 


we’I1l all work hard Together in 


reaching our goal and become a closer knit Parish in so doing. 


PLEASE FILL OUT THE SECTION BELOW AND DROP IT IN THE SUGGESTION BOXES AT 


THE CHURCH EXITS, OR IN THE COLLECTION BASKETS. 


FOR YOUR HELP. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


WE THANK YOU IN ADVANCE 


ore re t cee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee | 


I will work at the carnival 
will bake for the carnival 


vA ee ee ee eae ee ee ee eee 
I will make an item for Sale or Raffle 
I 


will help in any way I can to make this carnival a success 


In a diocese where schools are closing for lack of funds 
and teachers, St. Bridget was fortunate in receiving in 1973 an 
additional nun from the Mantellate order to teach music. In 
this day of turmoil in the world of nuns and priests St. Bridget 
has some of the best. 

In August, 1972 our school principal, Sister Felicita, was 
elected to the head of the Mantellate Order. Her duties in- 
creased and in 1973 Sister Assuntina became the principal. 

The 1973 roster of nuns and teachers at St. Bridget’s con- 
sisted of Sisters Assuntina (superior), Mary Clare, Francis 
and Louise. Lay teachers were Mrs. Carol Brendza, Mrs. 
Joyce Fitzgerald, Mrs. Charlotte Hmurovich, Miss Clare 


Adamchik, Mrs. Helen Dorin, Miss Priscilla Dittrich, and 
Miss Joan Dyzacky. 

Assisting Father Vogt in his duties, is assistant pastor, 
Father Anthony Spanley who came to St. Bridget in 
September, 1972. He was educated at Our Lady of Lake 
Seminary in Syracuse, Indiana, and at Mt. St. Mary Seminary 
of the West in Norwood, Ohio. His duties are those of 
teacher, assistant pastor, and supervisor of youth activities. 
Father Spanley’s hobbies include canoeing, sailing, and play- 
ing chess. He is Chaplain of the Ist. Bn. Ist Bde. of the In- 
diana Guard. 


Other assistants for Father Vogt were 
Fathers Joseph Pusateri who began during 
Father Schaeffer's pastorate and stayed until 
February, 1969; Francis DeSantis, February, 
1969 to February 1970; James Mazepa, 
February, 1970 and a few months later left the 
priesthood, and Paul Wehner who came right 
after his ordination in May, 1970 and stayed un- 
til September, 1972. 

A big summer event is the large Carnival 
from which proceeds are used toward main- 
taining the school. In 1973 a profit of $25,000 
was realized. 
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PRET RELI ERED, 


[pO ARRAN AIIM ES ES * 


Elmer Budlove presents Father Vogt with a flag that has been flown over our Nation’s Capitol. 


his is to certify that the flag presented with this certificate 
cwas flown over the Capitol of the United States 


ane i resentation. to 
St. Bri ogtls ure 


Crh # Kandguhe 


Member of Co Naress 


DATE FLOWN_ a-7-74 


LB LETS HS LEY YET DOES LT EL MT 


SN SORE EAP AARNE AE OIE DIRE EIS eG 


“Sun REE RR AIT PREETI PBC at 


St. Bridget’s can boast of a library for adults that con- 
tains several hundred books. Its aim is to specialize in books, 
paperbacks, periodicals and audiovisual materials of interest 
to thinking, feeling, concerned Catholics. So far as is known, 
it is the first of its kind in this area. Located in the school 
building, it is often used as a meeting room. In the Spring of 
1974 it is to be formally dedicated. 

On February 4, 1973 appeared the first monthly 
newspaper designed to bring the congregation closer together 
by informing them of everything going on in and about the 
parish. The members of the Community Living Committee of 
the Parish Council edit it. In it is published a calendar for the 
month containing the schedule of all the committee and 
organization meetings, and social activities. 


Adult Library 


bas oe 


In September, 1973, the parish sponsored its first tour of 
Europe. The group of 40 traveled through Germany, Italy, 
Switzerland, and Paris, France. 

In a time when it seems to be fashionable to doubt all 
things, to be unconcerned about changes in the church, there 
are many parishioners at St. Bridget Church who are concern- 
ed and give much of their time and funds to perpetuate the 
faith and endurance of their ancestors. 

In the last five years the collections have more than 
doubled. St. Bridget is the only parish in the Diocese of Gary 
that is maintaining its own school while paying off a huge 
debt. Father O’Reilly, were he to come back, would be at 
once amazed and happy to find his dream of 100 years ago a 
reality still going strong. 
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ST. BRIDGET PARISHIONERS ENTERED 
IN RELIGIOUS LIFE 


Helen Gresser Alice Buergler 

Mary Mueller Mary Queen Brown 
Anna Konicki Marie Gresser 
Wilhelmia Popp Mary Talian 

Clara Holzmer Candida Westervelle 
Ullanee Mary Brown Dawn Mills 


Leo Brown (Franciscan Order) 
Jack Bartz (O. F. M.) 


ST. BRIDGET’S MEN WHO WERE KILLED 


WHILE IN THE SERVICE OF 


THEIR COUNTRY 


WORLD WAR II 

Joseph Harney (Killed in North Africa, Nov. 27, 1943) 
Jerry Killigrew (Killed on the “Cooper” in late 1944) 
Robert Cherock (Killed in 1944) 

George Bond (Killed in early 1945) 

Michael Murray Jr. (Killed at Iwo Jima) 

Louis Glavan (Killed March 30, 1945 in Germany) 
KOREA 

David Anthony (Killed in 1955, returning.) 

VIET NAM 

Mark Webb 
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The story of our parish in its hundredth year is, for the most part, like 
countless other parishes in our country. Still each parish has a special identity 
and that is true of its past and future. What of the future of St. Bridget? 

Were the handful of Catholics and the young priest to have seen this day 
they surely would have experienced surprise. St. Bridget has grown with the 
town, in fact, it is physically in the heart of the town. 

Where once priests traveled by horse and buggy down dusty lanes now we 
all scurry on busy roads from all points as far as seven miles to church. The 
masses now on Sunday range from Saturday to Sunday evening. Priests help 
out and travel all the way from St. Joseph College. The Cathedral and Bishop 
are only fifteen minutes away and we have neighboring parishes in all direc- 
tions. But what of our future? 

No doubt soon within the environs of Hobart a new parish will spring 
from St. Bridget. The parish seems crowned with success, with a beautiful 
physical plant, blessed with nuns, many of its young people able to attend 
Catholic High School and more parishioners joining each month. 

Still Our Lord warned us of the difficult side of Catholic life. The leakage 
within the parish is frightening. People leave for the slightest of reasons, a 
goodly number of our children do not reach even the sacrament of 
Matrimony. We live in a sophisticated society, it has left us with complex 
demands on our religious life. Our ancestors would have been amazed at our 
parish today but they would have recognized the Church and most of them 
would have been happy to be a part. 

Now we begin a new hundred years, this time we are the pioneers. 

Remember that one hundred years ago a young priest met with a small 
group of families and began our House of God. With His Grace we can build a 
community of Godly people. We are a part of the story of the Church and for 
here and now in this place of His creation we are the Church. God grant us the 
strength to be equal to His commission so that when 2074 comes, they will 


remember our names with gratitude. 
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